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be made free, and afterwarde be unkynde1, he shall be callyd
and brought again into charge of bondage and of thraldom.
Also a bonde servaunt sufferith many wronges, and is bete
with roddes,and constreyned and holde lowe with diverse and
contrarye charges and travayles amonges wretchydnes and
woo. Oneth2 he is suffered to reste or to take brethe. And
therefore amonge all wretchydnesse and woo the condicion of
bondage and thraldom is moost wretchid, as sayth Rabanus
expownynge this worde, Jher. ix. ye shall serve strange
goddys, that shal not suffre you to reste day ne nyghte. It is
one proprete of bonde servynge women, and of them that be
of bonde condition, to grudge and to be rebell and unbouxom8
to tlieyr lordes and ladyes, as saieth Rabanus. And whan they
ben not holde lowe with drede, theyr hartes swelle, and wax
stoute and proude ayenst the commaundementes of theyr sover-
aynes; as it farid of4 Agar, a woman of Egypt, servaunt of
Sarra; for whan she sawe that she had conceyved and was
with chylde, she dispysed her owne lady, Gen. xvi. and wolde
not amende her, but than her lady putte her to be scourged
and beten. And so it is wrytte that Sarra chastysyd her, and
bete her, etc. Drede makyth bonde men and women melee
and lowe, and goodly love makyth theym prowde an.d stoute,
and dyspiteous, as it is sayd there. And it is written: He
that nourysshyth his servaunte delycatly, shal finde hym rebel
at th'ende....A servant hyghte sen/us in latyne, and hath that
name of seruare to kepe: for sometyme prisoners were kepte
eyther to be byheded, or to be raunsomed as sayth Isydore.
Or els they have that name of seruirt to serve: for they be put
to vyle servyce of offyce, that ben not covenable to lordes, nor
for theyr chyldren. And Isidore sayth, that there bene iii
maner of servantes: Some servantes ben bonde and bore in
bondage, and suche have many peynes by lawe, for they may
not selle nor geve away theyr owne good and cattell, nother
make contractes, nother take office of dignitie, nother bere
witness without leve of their lordis. Wherfore, though they
ben not in chyldhode, they ben ofte punyshed with peynes of
' cbyldehode.   Other servauntes there be that hyght Einpticii,
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